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Secretary’s Report 2013-14 
 

 Welcome to this year’s Annual General Meeting Secretary’s Report for the 
London and District Men’s Darts League. 
This year’s report will cover some of the League business and the decisions 
from the Executive Board. This report is without prejudice against any member 
of the Board or the League  
 At last year’s AGM year the rulebook was reorganized to help all of the 
Membership find an answer to any questions they may have. In the new 
rulebook it is easier to locate answers to register teams/players, various 
different formats and other rules covering meetings, elections and banquet 
changes.    
 The League this year was divided into six different formats which unlike past 
years they were just divisions. The Board decided that after registration night 
that there were going to have to be a few formats with two or more flights in 
them.  
 Unfortunately this decision was not to the likening of a few teams this year and 
the Board explained to a couple of teams that this was the first year of the new 
format system and lessons have been learned. The Board was not in total 
agreement on where some teams did end up playing this season, but there are 
usually one or two teams that do not receive their requested format every year. 
 The reasons for these teams not receiving their requested format range from 
final standing of every team to the players that are coming back to the same 
team. The final standings this year show, with a few exceptions, every format 
was competitive for the top three places. 
 Unfortunately this year had seen a rise of complaints against some of the 
members for what could be seen as bullying. The President and the Board took 
an immediate stand on this issue with the President writing up a letter originally 
read at the Nov. 21 special meeting and the following tournament the next 
night. Richard read this letter at the Charity tournament and at that tournament 
a member had to get a verbal warning from the Secretary and a Director after 
we got him outside for his actions at the tournament.  The President letter was 
posted in December on the League‘s web page. This would not be the first 
time a member of the League would be warned, but some members of this 
League had to be suspended for up to three weeks. Two of the League’s 
members were even suspended six (6) months from a venue for their parts in 
an altercation in that venue. 
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The Board has always taken a hard stance against fighting and now with the 
letter from the President and a few amendments at this year’s AGM.  It will be 
very clear to any member what will happen to them if the Board receives a 
complaint against them and that complaint has been is proven. It will be almost 
automatic what the member(s) involved in a serious complaint will receive in 
terms from warnings to possible expulsions from the League.  
 The changes to the deposit requirements at the banquet were approved at last 
year’s AGM. This year’s Board could not reverse that amendment around the 
quest ticket. The League membership is paying a registration fee that does not 
cover the price of two dinners at the banquet, never mind the other costs of 
trophies, music and the day to day costs of running the League throughout the 
season. 
 Your Executive Board members this year have, for the first time in many 
years, stayed intact without any members of your Board resigning or having to 
be replaced. This led to a very informed Board membership about every matter 
that came before the Board at our meetings.  
 Every Board member from the President down to the Directors had an equal 
chance to make their view known at each regular and special meeting that the 
Board had. Each Board member had also taken on at least two tournaments to 
convene with a few Board members sacrificing playing time either from their 
own team or at one of the singles or doubles tournaments.   
 This year one Board member did receive a written warning for his conduct 
during an incident that involved his team. This Board member also received 
$25.00 fine for not following a previously agreed Board decision if they witness 
or are involved in an incident. The Board member did pay the fine at the next 
regular meeting the Board had the following month. 
 Overall this Board has functioned very well with each other and I hope that all 
of the Director‘s (who are up for election this year) will stand if nominated for 
next year’s Board. 
 This Board has had eleven (11) regular meeting and two (2) special meetings 
up till the AGM.  Here are the Board members attendance levels:  

 Pres. Richard Duke                 12 of 13 Vice Pres.  Brian Lonsbary    11 of 13 

 Treas. Dave DeGroot              11 of 13 Sec. Dan Riley                            13 of 13  

 Sk/web Andrew Ferguson   11 of 13 Dir. Val Wilson                          12 of 13 

 Dir. Ken Vowles Jr.                  12 of 13 Dir. Peter McClung                   11 of 13 

 Dir. Jeff Beeswax                     13 of 13   

 


